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Question Starters

Kick start your investigation of a topic with these question stems.

Whyis...?
Why did . .. ?
How did . .. ?

When might ... ?

Whatif...?

What characterizes . .. ?

Why do you think .. . . ?

In what ways . .. ?

What else could . . . ?

What caused . . . ?

What was the effectof ... ?

What are the pros and cons of .. . ?
What differences exist between...and ...?
How does . .. compare with ... ?
What would happenif...?

What would you infer from ... ?

What do you think the author meant by this quote: “___"?

What do you think about . . . ?
What advice would you give . .. ?
What criteria would you use to assess ... ?

Why is ... significant?

©2021 ABC-CLIO, LLC.

Name

Class



